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2002 GAM EuroClassic Paris to Valencia

For 2002 we had 2 entries myself and George in the Corvette and Graham and John in the P5B. 
The start this year was in Paris so we decided to have an overnight stop near Dover and try to get 
to Paris reasonably early on the Saturday.  The Corvette has had it’s engine rebuilt following the 
2001 head gasket failure including the installation of some truly beautiful March machined
aluminium pulleys.  In order to make these more visible we had removed the fan shroud which 
in retrospect was a mistake given that we were heading to hotter places.  Graham’s P5B hit last 
minute problems so he ended up doing it in his 
Honda Legend, this gave us a new expression for 
the EuroClassic “doing a Timpson“ which 
involves entering an old car but actually doing it 
in a comfortable modern one!  Interesting entries 
included a 1933 Riley Mentone and a 1940 
Studebaker {right}coupe plus the Daimler SP250 
previously driven by event regular Mike Street 
who had sadly died since the last Euro, this time
entered by his daughter Tessa and her husband. 
There were 200 entrants this time, down on 2001 
but still a good turnout for such a long and 
expensive event. 

The run down was uneventful except that on the way through Northern 
France we were hit by monsoonal rain.  Although I could hardly see 
where I was going we still managed to get to Paris where the start point
was the Trocadero dead 
opposite the Eiffel Tower.
The hotel options in Paris
were all very expensive so 
we had opted for the Ibis as 
the cheapest one but it turned
out to have rooms so small
that you had to move the bed 

to open the door ! 

Sunday started dry but overcast and the starter was 
non other than rally star Paddy Hopkirk.  The first days run involved a series of Chateaus by far 

the most memorable of which the Chateau de 
Chambord {left}we just passed and did not 
actually enter.  It had been built by the King but 
abandoned a few years later as too far from Paris! 
The overnight stop was at Futuroscope again with 
another dinner  We were in the Mercurie which 
was not only incredibly difficult to find but was 
also so badly served by the buses {one actually 
drove straight through the car park ignoring the 
cries of 50 plus entrants including event supremo
Pete Wellington} that we were very late for the 
dinner.
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Monday was overcast but dry and involved another 
visit to the private Mas du Clos circuit.  This time it 
was dry enough to give the Corvette it’s head but by 
now overheating problems were emerging.  The 
track is incredibly well equipped for a private venue 
including marble toilets in the paddock and even a 
course car here seen passing an alarmed looking 
Tony Merrygold ! 

The run finished in Toulouse that night and the 
following day we were bussed out for a visit around 

the impressive and massive Airbus Industries plant there.  At one end there was an even more
massive building under construction to build the new A800 
super Jumbo but the existing assembly sheds looked pretty 
big already. 

We left Toulouse in 
bright sunshine and 
the run headed into 
the hills towards the 
tiny principality of
Andorra.  As we got 
near the border the traffic became very heavy and the 
shroud less Corvette started to overheat.  Without the 
shroud
re a problem

on the run, although when it was moving it was 
OK.  Andorra’s main town was very busy w
lots of construction going on presumably due to 
it’s tax haven status.  We were in another 
Mercurie right in the centre, this being the first
hotel I can remember which although it had
and restaurant on the ground floor had its m
toilet on the 4

heavy traffic in high temperatures we

ith

a bar
ain

ff

th ! 

Wednesday saw us entering Spain itself and 
temperatures continuing to rise.  Andorra is not in 
the EU and so the border with Spain is a proper 
one complete with gun toting guards who insisted 
on searching the Corvette.  The main checkpoint 
of the day was the Catalunya GP circuit near 
Barcelona.  It’s a typical modern GP circuit,
reasonably fast but with lots of tight corners.  The 
Corvette was getting too hot to really make the 
most of this so after a couple of laps we headed o
to Tarragona and the overnight stop. 
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We parked in the central reservation of the main road and 
being booked into the Cuitat hotel we were only a short walk 
away for once.  Upon getting to the Cuitat we noticed that 
outside there was a flash looking coach, several police, and a 
couple of hundred locals , it turned out that the Valencia 
football team{current Spanish champions} were staying there 
that night !

The following morning we went back to the car to find that the 
red tyre valve caps on the Corvette had been stolen overnight 
and started to hear lots of other alarming stories of break ins 
from several people, and an attempted high jacking of Chris 
Griffin’s Mustang.  I had not realised that motoring in that part 
of Spain involved so many risks and it did put something of a
damper on the 
rest of the run. 

The final day was hot and sunny and started with 
an excellent club circuit at Calafat and then on to 
Peniscola by the sea.  Peniscola’s main claim to 
fame was that the castle there was the one used at 
the end of the Charlton Heston film Ed Cid.  The 
final circuit was the very impressive Valencia 
one.

It’s not a GP circuit as such, though it is used a lot for 
F1 testing in the winter. It’s in a massive bowl of 
grandstands and has excellent facilities.  I did a 
couple of laps in the ‘Vette but again overheating 
cramped my style.

The finish was in Valencia itself, parking by a 
striking modern Museum with the final dinner in a 
central hotel. 

We had decided that to drive back across the full length of France was not something we wanted 
to do so having investigated ferries {the days were not right}from places like Bilbao, we booked 
onto a motor rail package from Biarritz to Paris. 
This involved a fairly long drive across the 
centre of Spain going through places like 
Pamplona in desolate desert type of countryside 
{the spaghetti Westerns were filmed here}. 
There was little traffic outside the towns and we 
had no problem with thieves but we both got 
stopped by a Policeman obviously on some “rip 
off the foreigner” scam for not stopping at a 
totally deserted roundabout. The fines had to be 
paid in cash and I’m sure went into the Spanish 
government’s coffers and not in his pocket! 
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As soon as we crossed the border 
into France everything looked 
nicer and Biarritz has far more
class than anything I saw in Spain. 
The motor rail train only left at 
midnight so we dropped the car off 
with instructions in French about 
fully depressing the clutch to start 
it and went into town for a meal
and a few beers.  When we came
back the car park was empty 
except for one car, the Corvette.  I 
went into the office and was 
immediately asked if I had spare 
keys, the guy loading the car had 
apparently managed to lock the car with the keys in the ignition!  My spare keys were in Misson 
so in the end we found a Stanley knife and had to cut a hole in the hood.  The hood was pretty 
tatty anyway and we managed to get most of the cost out of SNCF so overall it was not too bad a 
result in the end. 

I had been warned about sleeper coaches being a bit bestial but the 2 compartments we had were 
fine and very comfortable {roomier than the Ibis anyway!}, I’d certainly use them again.  The 
cars and passengers actually go on separate trains and arrive at separate terminus’s in Paris.  I 
thought the journey very comfortable and certainly better than hours of hammering down a 
motorway.  Collecting the car was held up as once again the French ignored the instructions 
attached to the keys and did not depress the clutch so could not start it and had to get me to do it. 

Overall then not a vintage run from my perspective.  The weather was mainly OK and 
everything was reasonable until we actually got into Spain itself but the combination of car 
problems and all the thefts experienced by others put a damper on the last few days for me.  The 
circuits were very good and the visit to the Airbus factory memorable but overall I’d rate it as 
one of the least enjoyable EuroClassic runs I’ve done. 

Bill Martland
12/2002
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