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Report on Norwich Union Rally by
Lorimer Burn, competitor No. 226,

Daimler SP 250 on the Cheltenham route 

I live in Guildford, Surrey and paid for my lack of urgency in booking by finding 
that the Dorking start, 12 miles away was full. However, Cheltenham was 
available which was only 100 miles away involving an 05:00 start, but it included 
the Prescott Hill climb, Coughton Court and the Gaydon Heritage Motor Centre, 
none of which I had visited before. 

As I had feared, the day dawned dark, cold and foggy. The journey down the M4 
was no fun at all. I had the hood up on my Daimler SP 250 (a very rare event!) 
and I realised why I had promised myself to get a new hood ages ago, for when 
at speed, the canvas opened out behind both windows to channel icy 85 mph air 
onto my neck and that of my passenger. It was a relief at Cheltenham to hide the 
hood away for the next year or so. 

The scrutineering car park was hard to find (does a car park have a post code?), 
but efficiently run, and the loos and bacon sarnies were both life-savers! Once 
we were ready, it was off to the centre of Cheltenham for the start which was 
from the elegant Promenade where we were all waved off by the Mayor. Our 
Start Time, being a 1960 car, was 08:26, and we were off ‘on the dot’! 

There was early morning sunshine in town, but as we climbed up onto the hills to 
the East, we plunged into fog again which was lifting steadily under the influence 
of the bright sun. It was quite ethereal to be droning gently along beautiful 
deserted roads with fields spreading out to either side, clean and smooth, now 
that the crops were in. For much of this leg we were in company with a Healey 
3000 and the date really could have been 12th October 1960. 

Only too soon did we find ourselves at Prescott Hill Climb. I had checked to see 
that the winning time for the 1,127 yard course was 37 seconds for a Bugatti 
Veyron. It was inevitable that my time would be somewhat different (1 min 18 
secs!), but I put this down mostly to the fact that there is no synchro on 1st gear in 
my Daimler which means it can only be selected when stationary, and some 
bends were too slow for 2nd. There was a certain difference in available power 
too! Anyway, it was a fun experience. 

Now back to the quite excellent Tulip route instructions for a longer route through 
tiny villages, and along all manner of back roads with occasional stunning views.
We resolved to make a special day out on some future summer’s day, by digging 
out the instructions and re-run the route, but this time stop in a pub or two; linger 
outside an old church and stop at one of the many viewpoints. There was a huge 
gathering of cars at the N.T. Coughton Court which was deeply involved in the 
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Gunpowder Plot of 1605.  We were all parked in the adjacent field which was 
reserved for us; many conversations took place as we admired each other’s cars. 
I don’t know that many of us found time to visit the house, but the coffee was 
good – another must for the future! 

Then on to the Heritage Motor  Centre at Gaydon. I don’t know how many times 
we crossed the M40 as our route explored the surrounding countryside, but the 
experience was well worth it.  Our parking was right outside the Centre in a 
dedicated parking area, and this was our opportunity for lunch in the café.  But
frankly, I think that the display of well over 100 classic cars outside the building 
was at least as interesting as those inside. 

We probably stayed there too long, because by the time we completed the final 
leg of our 140 mile drive to Silverstone it was stuffed full of classic cars.  Over 
900 had started and I’m sure a significant percentage of them were all there.  It 
was straight onto the track, but the 1st lap was very disappointing since it was 
essentially one long queue around this famous track, but the 2nd lap was much 
better fun with opportunity to “open her up” and hear the V8 properly.

Dusk was just falling as we left for the 90 mile journey back home, which, due to
heavy Sunday evening traffic took a full 2 hours.  But this did not detract from the 
joy of 362 miles in my classic joy in company with 100s of others on a day of 
perfect autumnal weather.  This was a perfectly organised day of quality 
entertainment in excellent company, definitely to be repeated next year! 
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